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First Pres News  

Dear Friends, 
  

Things are ramping up for an exciting summer around FPC. We are scheduling trips for the kiddos 

to a trampoline park and the splash pad. The youth have Gatekeepers and Montreat, in addition 

to other gatherings. We’ve got some ideas for gathering the college students home on break and 

other young adults. We’re also planning outings and meals for our older members. There are 

lunches, dinners, ice cream socials, and more in the works for the summer months, and I couldn’t 

be more excited. 
 

I want to commend the hard work of our Session, Diaconate, staff, and volunteers. Everyone is 

working diligently to build up our church, create an atmosphere of welcome and hospitality, and 

provide opportunities for us to connect, worship, and engage. Thank you, all, for your hard work 

on behalf of the church! 
 

I hope you have a chance to join us in worship and other celebrations over the course of the  

summer. It’s going to be a wonderful time of hard work, fellowship, and fun! If you are traveling 

this summer, we pray for safe travels and fun memories. 
  

Again, thank you for all you are doing for our church, community, and world. 
 

With love and gratitude, 

Matt 
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 A NOTE FROM OUR COMMUNITY PASTOR 
 

 

 

I went bushwhacking in Wyoming a few weeks ago, which is really just a puff-ed up way of saying that I hiked 
off-trail. But, you may recall, that my past hiking experiences have been a little….traumatic, including getting 
lost in the woods after nightfall on a cold fall evening when I was 10. 
 
 So going off-trail was kind of a big deal for me.  
 
It was a little exhilarating to step of the path and start making my way down the mountain. It was a little scary, 
too. The path I had been on was well marked, easy, clear. The path through the trees to the bottom of the 
mountain, though, was not so much. The bright yellow trail markers on the disappeared as I stepped into wild. 
Downed trees were no longer cleared away, the brush not cut back. Who knew what animals lurked under the 
leaves or in the thick coverage of grass? But nevertheless, we persisted, one step at a time, stepping over the 
branches, laughing, falling, getting back up. There was an odd sense of joy, being off trail.  
 
It struck me on that hillside that life is a lot like bushwhacking, especially these days when the path set out by 
the generations before us seem more and more to lead to nowhere, when the uncertainties of a pandemic 
and war and gun-violence and economic uncertainty—questions of institutional and global viability have made 
a very carefully laid, previously kept-to path much harder to walk. Perhaps we are finding ourselves more and 
more in the throes of the wilderness.  
 
That can be scary. But on that mountain in Wyoming, I also found it to be liberating. I squealed in delight like a 
little kid when I climbed over a big fallen tree. With power I swept away the branches in front of me to make a 
new way forward. I learned I could do things I didn’t know I could do. And the fear I had the whole hike on the 
path—of making sure I stuck to it, of squinting my eyes for yellow markers, of wondering what would happen 
if I got lost—all that fear and anxiety dissipated as I proved to myself that I could make a new path, my own 
path.  
 
With so much in our individual lives up in the air, with the Church’s life so different from what it was fifty years 
ago, what brush can be cleared, what downed trees can be hurdled? What if we fall? What if we get back up? 
What could be the power we find in a life lived off-trail? What could be the joy?  
 
These are a few questions to ponder as you go on your summer adventures. If you find yourself in the woods, 

give bushwhacking a try. Though I have to admit, I could see our car the whole time.   
 
Much love, 
Hannah  
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MAKES CENT$ 
Please review the below church income and expense data for the month shown.  The prior month is not 
available as of the newsletter print date. Please call or email Jeanne Shannon in the church office with any 
questions. 
 
Pledges and Loose Offering through April, 2022 
Month – to – date $   32,723.67 
Year – to – date $ 249,651.48 
 
Expenses through April, 2022 
Month – to – date $   56,563.62 
Year – to – date $  217,042.75 
 
Church office phone: 252.446.9121, press 5 for Financial Secretary 
Jeanne’s email:  jeanne.shannon@fpcrm.org 
Jeanne’s office hours are Monday thru Thursday from 8:30-2:30 

 
 

 

 
 

Communications Deadlines 
 

 We publish the “First Pres” newsletter 
monthly.  The newsletter is either 
emailed or a hard copy can be mailed 
to those without email.  The deadline 
to submit  information is the third 
Thursday of each month.   

 The weekly email update is sent out 
via Constant Contact on Wednesday 
afternoons.  The weekly email     
deadline is noon on Wednesday.  

 

If you’d like to learn how to run the video or audio for a church service, we’d 
love to teach you! As of now, Jake Coltrane and two helpers (Elly Mae Baker 
and Elizabeth Chesnutt) are trained to cover this on Sundays but it would be 
helpful to have back up!  Please let Matt or Hannah know if you would be will-
ing to learn the basics and help us out if needed! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Deacons will not meet in June 

or July.  They will next meet  

August 9 at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Session will meet as needed during 

the summer months. 
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Upcoming July Events 
 

Gatekeepers:  July 11-15 

Montreat Youth Conference:  July 17-23  
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COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

Feeling crafty at Covenant Homes! 

VBS Planning Team hard at work! 
 

Great Big Beautiful World 
Community VBS  
June 13-17, 2022 
8:45-12:00 daily 

Ages 3– completed 5th grade 

Tar River Academy Graduation Banquet 
May 19, 2022 

Save the date  

 

Thursday August 25, 2022 

Come enjoy snacks, take a 

look at our silent auction 

items and catch up with First 

Pres friends after a busy  

summer! 

 

All proceeds benefit  

The Lucas Project 
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CONGREGATIONAL BLESSINGS 

Youth Sunday 
May 8, 2022 

Our youth did a fabulous job 
leading worship and we are so 
grateful for their time & talent! 

 Suzanna Mosley graduated May 7 
from High Point University with a  
Master’s degree in Business and   
Leadership Communications. 

 Logan Barnes graduated May 7 from 
the Institute for Advance Analytics at 
NC State University with a Master of 
Science degree in Analytics.  

 Lauren Seale graduated May 8 from 
the University of North Carolina—
Chapel Hill with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Biology and minors in    
Neuroscience and Chemistry. 

Fun and fellowship with FPC friends! 

Above, congrats to 
our Seniors! 
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Presbyterian Women Update 
In May, the PWCT hosted an elegant tea party in the parlor to celebrate the Centennial Birthday Offering.  It was a 
joyous occasion with a large turnout.  Following a brief summary of this year’s Bible study and committee reports, 
the traditional presentation of the Birthday Cake took place.   
 

Thanks to everyone for faithfully sharing your unique gifts and talents this year.   We are the church at 
work…..serving in ways both large and small.  Please know that the time and effort you put into everything you do is 
greatly appreciated by those in the congregation and in the community. 
 

And finally, the Circles do not meet during the summer.  However, the PW is always involved and actively supports 
our church family.  Make sure to look for emails regarding how you can help with the upcoming FPC benefit auction 
for the Lucas Family Project scheduled for August 25th. 
 

**The PWCT will meet SEPTEMBER 12th 
**The Circles will meet SEPTEMBER 12th & 13th respectively  

 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN COORDINATING TEAM 2021-22 

Nancy Richardson, Co-Moderator 
Stephanie Hayworth, Co-Moderator 

             Gaye Moore, Secretary                                          Julia Brown, Treasurer 
             Sarah Gooding, Historian                                       Laura Durham, Spiritual Nurture 
             Laura Dudley, Together in Service                        Martha Tesoro, Together in Service 
             Myra Richardson, Circle of Friends Leader         Tempie Fuller, Circle of J.O.Y. Leader 

PW Birthday Offering Tea  
May 9, 2022 
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     WORSHIP HELPERS                     
 

       “Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another  
    with whatever gift each of you has received.” 

       1 Peter 4:10 

Date Ushers Time with Children  

June 5 Ben Roberson, Valerie Roberson, Marie 
Kem, Bridget Hathaway 

Matt Baker 

June 12 Laura Durham, John Turnage, John 
Feagans, Virginia Feagans 

Hannah Trawick 

June 19 Betsy McLean, Sylvia Phillips, Randy  
Evans, Kay Wester 

Hannah Trawick 

June 26 Linda Evans, Jim Woodard, Vince 
Durham, Bobbie Lambeth 

Matt Baker 

She openeth Her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness 
Proverbs 31:26  
              Her children arise up and call her blessed. 
              Proverbs 31:28 a 
 
Our Presbyterian Women's Birthday Cake Recipient for this year is a wonderful and friendly “Little Lady,” (That's a clue!), with a 
very positive attitude. 

 

She's a local lady, raised on the Family Farm. From her early childhood she participated in church activities.  After finishing high 
school in Edgecombe County, she attended Atlantic Christian College.  Upon her graduation, she married the love of her life. This 
couple was blessed with two daughters and now she is the proud grandmother of two grandchildren. 

 

She is an avid sports fan for NC State and East Carolina.  She loves beautiful music and attends the Tar River Orchestra and Cho-
rus, and Children's Chorus performances. 

 

This lady was an educator. Did I mention how brave she was? She taught high school biology for twenty-eight years. Her entire 
family has been involved in educating the children of our community.  Her husband served as president of Edgecombe             
Community College and both of her daughters currently serve in the field of Education. 

 

Our recipient has not sat on a soft cushion, she has been involved!  This Presbyterian has served as an Elder, a Deacon, an Usher, 
a Sunday School teacher, and a Vacation Bible School teacher.  She served as a member of a Pastoral Nominating Committee and 
delivered Meals on Wheels.  She acted as Secretary for the Presbyterian Women's Coordinating Team for four years and has 
been the leader of the Circle of J.O.Y for the past two years. 
 

Her friends in Pinetops think of her as the lady who was always available to help. She was known for being a terrific cook and 
was ready with a cake or casserole as needed. 

 

Recently, our dear friend has been through a series of medical issues that kept all of us in prayer.  She has proceeded with       
unwavering faith in our Lord.  We are indeed grateful for her returning health. 

 

Not only her children, but her friends and church family here at First Presbyterian also arise and call her “Blessed.” 
 

I give you the 2022 Birthday Cake Recipient, “Tempie Fuller.”  
                                                                                                                                                                            Contributed by Myra Richardson 
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Contact Information Updates:  Kindly notify Dionne Seale in the church office at   
252-446-9121, ext. 21 or dionne.seale@fpcrm.org of any email, address, or phone 
number changes so we can keep our database up to date. Church office hours are 
9:00-4:00 PM Monday-Thursday. 
 

 

 First Presbyterian Rocky Mount        fpc_rockymount 

FOLLOW 
US! 

Dear Friends, 

Thanks so much for making my birthday so 

special.  The cake is absolutely beautiful 

and delicious as always.  We are so          

fortunate to have Hannah and sweet Beth 

High to deliver them.  She is a ray of        

sunshine. 

I did appreciate all the cards and calls from 

so many wonderful people.   

Thanks again for making this goldie oldie a 

happy Presbyterian! 

With love, 

Genevieve Batchelor 

Dear Church Flower Committee, 
 
       Thank you so much for the beautiful 
bouquet of flowers that was delivered to 
me on Monday, May 16th by Bobbi 
Weeks. I really enjoy fresh flowers and to 
receive them from a larger beautiful  
arrangement that was in church on  
Sunday, May 15th made them even more 
special. 
        Thank you for the work that you do 
every week. Your work makes recipients, 
such as myself, very happy! 
          
Most Appreciative, 
           
Tempie Fuller  

Dear Church Family, 
 
Many thanks to the Handcraft Ministry for the sweet 
baby blanket made for our new grandson.  And 
thanks also for the beautiful flower arrangement we 
received from the Sunday service.  How blessed we 
are to have such talented, caring members in our 
church family.   
 
Thanks again for thinking of us. 
 
Stephanie and Clif Hayworth 

Dear First Presbyterian, 
 

Thank you for praying for me over the past year as I had my 
bone marrow transplant.  I have received many cards and 
messages from your members.  God has blessed me  
tremendously.  I will be returning to work this week. Thank 
you for your continued prayers as I continue to heal.   
 

God bless you all, 
Emily Kicklighter 

Dear Church Friends, 
Thank you for the beautiful flowers from the church.  I 
am working hard to recover from my falls and hope to be 
back in my apartment soon.  I appreciate all your care 
and concern. 
 

Missing You All, 
Tom Dill 
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Our thoughts and 
prayers are with… 

 

THE FOUNTAINS AT THE ALBEMARLE—Tarboro                                                  

► Tom Dill 

CARDINAL AT NORTH HILLS—Raleigh  
► Dick Fountain 

BROOKDALE—Rocky Mount 
► Betsy Boddie 
► Mike Braswell 
► Cora Lee Gold 

 
 

ADDITIONAL CONCERNS 
Logan Barnes 

Margaret Barnes  
Mary Kathleen Duncan 

Geraldine Donnell (sister of Janice Smith) 
Herman Ferguson 

Sonny Foster 
Earl and Phyllis Goodwin 

Tommy Honey 
Emily Kicklighter (friend of the church) 

Nancy Liipfert (staying with son in Winston-Salem) 
Patsy Manning 
Char Mather 

Georgia Mixon 
Phyllis Parker 

Jack Perry 
Mary Frank Poe (sister-in-law of Roz Gragg) 

Evelyn Reese 
Edie Reeves 

Cora Rowe (granddaughter of Jean Kitchin) 
Jean Rowe (Steve Rowe’s mother) 

Maida Sessoms 
Preston Smith 

Jami Snow 
Scott Solether 
Phyllis Toler 

Mary Watson  
Willette Williams (daughter of Charity Lodge) 

Susan Yenney 

Honor someone or mark a special occasion in 
the coming year by signing up by the date you 
prefer on the flower chart that is posted on the 
bulletin board outside the church office.   
Dionne Seale can place the order on your  
behalf at a cost of $75 that will be billed to you 
or contact her for names of approved floral  
arrangers that you can contact and pay directly.  
Not only do we enjoy these flowers during  
worship, but they are made into smaller  
arrangements and delivered to those in need of 
cheer or celebration the following day.   

 

**Donations are also accepted to the  
flower fund so the church can provide  
flowers on dates that are not assigned.  

 

These upcoming dates are currently available for 
flowers to be placed in the sanctuary:    
 

June 12, 26 

 
 
 

 
 

 The love and sympathy of the                   
congregation is also extended to the      
family of Anne Wilgus who died on April 
30, 2022. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 Congratulations to Janice Smith on the 

birth of her great-granddaughter Anna 
Brooke Smith on May 16, 2022.  Her 
parents are Wesley and Brooke Smith 
and grandparents are Linwood & Kim 
Smith. 

 Congratulations to Marie Kem on the 
birth of her granddaughter, Stevie 
Maybelle DiStefano on May 20, 2022 to  
Marie’s daughter, Erica and her        
husband Ryan DiStefano of Milton, NY. 
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First Presbyterian Church-Rocky Mount 
2022 Outstanding Older Adult Award Recipient 

Sylvia Phillips 

Each year, the Older Adult Ministries Network of the Presbytery of New Hope encourages each church within 
the presbytery to select an individual over the age of sixty who has served the church and community in many 
faithful ways. The Session of First Presbyterian Church of Rocky Mount joyfully nominates Sylvia Phillips for this 
recognition. 
 
Following a more than 36 year career as an educator, Sylvia has been a shining light at First Presbyterian 
Church. She joined with her husband, Johnny, on April 2

nd
, 2000. All through her life, her energy, enthusiasm 

and encouragement are enhanced by her genuine smile and contagious laughter! Sylvia is dependable. Her 
serious side takes over when there is a job to be done, and she accomplishes any task she takes on with  
efficiency. 
 
She has served as Presbyterian Women’s Moderator, PW Circle Chair and active participant in the Circle of JOY. 
She has been honored as recipient of the PW Birthday Cake. Sylvia has volunteered with Meals on Wheels, 
Bishop Buddies, and our Youth Group.  
 
Sylvia has served as a Deacon more than once and has been Chairperson of our Board of Deacons. Sylvia has 
been our Wednesday Evening Program coordinator and Co-Chair of the In-Betweens social group. 
Her hospitality extends beyond the walls of the church to her back porch where she hosted many socially  
distanced gatherings through the pandemic. She has a gift for getting people involved and making each one 
feel appreciated. 
 
Sylvia continues to teach us how to live out our faith with humility, love and joy!  

 

 

   At left, Matt Baker surprised Sylvia with her 
recognition at a Wednesday Night Fellowship 
meal and she was presented with a  
congratulatory plant and framed copy of her 
nomination. The Presbytery honored her along 
with 32 other honorees on May 22, 2022 at a 
service held here at First Presbyterian. 


