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First Pres News  

Hello, Folks, 
 

This is my first monthly newsletter. I’m pleased to do so, because I can reach out to you differently from 
my Friday letters and Sunday services. That said, I’m certainly impressed with the energy and dedication I 
see among you. You try things, you pitch in, and you ask lots of questions. The rich tapestry of things you 
do brings the community of faith together. Many congregations today face severe issues relating to 
Covid’s onset. Many stopped in-person worship for a whole year—meaning older people, young  
families, and the health-compromised dropped out. 
 

Less so here I think. Last week I went to the potluck supper (delicious) and sat with the Choir singers. Lots 
of inside teasing and conversation—but I didn’t at all feel like an outsider because they made me feel 
quite at home—explaining little nuances that I would have missed completely. Other examples abound. 
People stop in to introduce themselves and say hello—quickly adding that they don’t expect me to  
remember their names, giving me the slack I need to get to know you. And Session, as they govern the 
church is careful to explain how FPC does things; but is quite open to my suggestions and new ideas. 
Why? They understand that “doing church” is very different from pre-Covid days. Before that famous say-
ing, “15 days to stop the spread” came to haunt us as days turned into weeks and then into months as we 
watched the whole world came to a standstill. Yes, doing church is much different today.  
 

Which brings me to the transition work before us. My job is to assist you in deciding what you want this 

church to become. Once determined, a church ministry profile will articulate the church to interested can-

didates. Certain pastors reading it will feel “tugged” by God and will be excited to talk further. And our 

pastor nominating committee will find the pastor God has already chosen to come lead you into an excit-

ing and faith-filled future! So I’m excited for you and for our journey together over the coming months.  

Grace and peace, 
 

 

 

John 
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MAKES CENT$ 
 

Greetings! Please review the below church income and expense data for the month 
shown.  The prior month is not available as of the newsletter print date. Please call or 
email Jeanne Shannon in the church office with any questions. 
 
Pledges and Loose Offering through December, 2023 
Month – to – date $ 115,151.62 
Year – to – date $ 623,697.78 
 
Expenses through December, 2023 
Month – to – date $ 45,379.39 
Year – to – date $ 627,201.23 
 
Church office phone  252.446.9121  
Jeanne’s email jeanne.shannon@fpcrm.org 
Jeanne’s office hours are Monday thru Thursday from 8:30-2:30 
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Serving our neighbors and each other! 

Kiddos in the Kirk 
learned all about 
bees and honey 
from Andy Warner 
and our helper 
Lynn Warner on 
January 8! 

These lap robes were crocheted by Georgia Stussie 
from West Haven Presbyterian.  They each include the 
words Joy, Love, Peace and Faith in the lovely  
stitching.  She crochets for the joy of doing it.  It is her 
therapy!  We are thrilled to have them for Handcraft 
Ministry! 

Above, our Wednesday night regulars  
enjoyed a spontaneous fellowship meal at 
Pizza Inn on January 3, 2024. 
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Presbyterian Women Update 
 
With January in the rearview mirror, it’s time to look forward to the sweetest month of the 
year!  February is the time to celebrate love of family, friends, pets, ourselves and especially our 
neighbors.   Let this year leap in your heart and give you one more day to live and enjoy life with 
loved ones and simply …..  love one another (John 13: 34). 
  
Attendance for Circle continues to be strong and participation in projects is outstanding.  For their 
winter service project, the Circle will continue to support “Sleep in Heavenly Peace”.   If you haven’t 
already done so, please bring either a twin size comforter set or pillow to the volunteer office.   
Monetary donations are also being accepted.   
 
* Upcoming events:   Easter Lily Sale  
 
 PWCT will meet Monday, February 5th at 10:30 in History Room  
 Circle of Joyful Friends will meet Tuesday, February 13th at 10:30 in Session Room  

    ** Bible Study Lesson 6 - leader Linda Amerson 
 

 
 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN COORDINATING TEAM 2023-24 
Nancy Richardson, Co-Moderator 

Stephanie Hayworth, Co-Moderator 
             Gaye Moore, Secretary                                                         Julia Brown, Treasurer 
             Sarah Gooding, Historian                                                      Laura Durham, Spiritual Nurture 
             Laura Dudley, Together in Service                                         Linda Amerson, Circle of Joyful Friends. Co-Leader 
                                                                                                         Myra Richardson, Circle of Joyful Friends, Co-Leader         

The Circle of Joyful Friends have been collecting bedding materials for 
Sleep in Heavenly Peace.   
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PW Annual Report  
 
First Presbyterian Church of Rocky Mount embraced challenges with change 
during the year of 2023.  The growing needs of our community, church and  
congregation continued to be met with open hearts.   45 women pledged their 
support to the PW this year.  For various reasons, it was decided that the  
existing two Circles would combine into one.  Circle of Friends and Circle of Joy 
are now the Circle of Joyful Friends.  Each month the members gathered to 
study, learn and to share in service to others.  At least 22 women came together 
to study New Horizon’s Sacred Encounters.  We participated in the Birthday 
offering, the Least Coin offering and the Thank Offering.   We supported our 
own through our card ministry, flower ministry, and handcraft ministry.  We 
supported the Littrell – Thorpe scholarship fund through the sale of Easter lilies 
and were able to offer funds to 7 of our college students.  Along with our 
church, food drives and supply drives allowed us to contribute to Peacemakers, 
Southside Academy, and United Community Ministries.  We worked together 
and continued to meet the changing needs of our congregational family, the  
residents of Covenant Homes, the students and staff of Tar River Academy, the 
children at Peace Makers, the women and families at My Sister’s House, and the 
missions of the Agape Village.  We joyfully look forward to continuing our work 
in the year ahead. 

January 9th 
Circle of  
Joyful Friends 
Meeting—
always a  
joyful time 
together! 
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 WORSHIP HELPERS             
 

 “Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God,                                    
serve one another with whatever gift each of you  

has received.”   1 Peter 4:10 

Date Ushers Liturgist Acolyte 

February 4 
 

Mike Gaynor, Winnie 
Gaynor, Betsy McLean, 
Sylvia Phillips 

TBA N/A 

February 11 
Communion will be 
served 
 

Laura Dudley, Diane  
Dixon, Valerie Roberson, 
Ben Roberson 

TBA N/A 

February 18 
 

Laura Durham, David 
Snow, Jami Snow, Dillon 
Rose 

TBA Cate Powers 

February 25 
 

Katherine Fisher, Tom 
Steed, John Feagans, Jim 
Woodard 

TBA Thomas Dill 

Our Class of 2026 Officers were ordained/installed on  
Sunday, January 28th during worship.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to Rob Barnhill (Elder), Diane Dixon (Elder), Richard Hunt (Elder),  
Ann Dill (Deacon), Anne Kinnaird (Deacon) and Ben Roberson (Deacon) for  

heeding the call to serve.  
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Contact Information Updates:  Kindly notify Dionne Seale in the church office at  
252-446-9121, ext. 21 or dionne.seale@fpcrm.org of any email, address, or 
phone number changes so we can keep our database up to date. Church  
office hours are 9:00-4:00 PM Monday-Thursday. 
 
 Sarah Bailey:  please do not use Sarah’s hotmail email address. She is in the process of 

getting a new email address. 

 First Presbyterian Rocky Mount        fpc_rockymount 

FOLLOW 
US! 

Communications  

Deadlines 
 

 We publish the “First Pres” newsletter 
monthly.  The newsletter is either emailed 
or a hard copy can be mailed to those 
without email.  The deadline to submit    
information is the third Thursday of each 
month.   

 The weekly email update is sent out via 
Constant Contact on Wednesday           
afternoons.  The weekly email deadline is 

noon on Wednesday.  

 

 To Mary Watson upon the 
death of her brother    
Jesse F. Rowland of        
Petersburg, Virginia on 
December 22, 2023. 

 To the family of Char 
Mather who passed away 
on January 7, 2024.  

 To the family of Leslie C.       
Mullins who died on    
January 25, 2024. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stop by to meet our Transitional Pastor, 
John Winings, who is in the church office 
on Mondays and Wednesdays.  
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Our thoughts and 
prayers are with… 

 

CARDINAL AT NORTH HILLS—Raleigh  
► Dick Fountain 

 

ROCKY MOUNT REHABILITATION CENTER 
► Phyllis Goodwin 

 

BREKENRIDGE—Rocky Mount 
► Genevieve Batchelor 

 

BROOKDALE—Rocky Mount 
► Betsy Boddie 
► Cora Lee Gold 

 

THE LANDING—Wilson 
► Mary Watson 

 

HARMONY OF FALLS RUN—
Fredricksburg, VA 

► Sue Jackson 
 

ADDITIONAL MEMBER CONCERNS 

Logan Barnes 
Tucker Carrier (U.S. Army) 

Earl Goodwin 
Jeong Jin 

Sandra Luther 
Georgia Mixon 
Phyllis Parker 

Jack Perry 
John Perry 

Evelyn Reese 
Edie Reeves 

Maida Sessoms 
Bobbi Weeks 

 



 

12 

 


